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The quest to defeat

COLORING & ACTIVITY BOOKLET

Defeat Bogo Mogo 
with the help of the Guardians of the Sea

Learn about plastic

and find out what you can do 
to help save our seas

BOGO MOGO



WELCOME

One afternoon in March 2018, a young girl decided to paint a sea dragon instead of a sea horse 
in her art class. She named him Fynn. Fynn sparked the creation of Fusion Tide, a traveling art 
exhibit that tells the story of a plastic monster named Bogo Mogo, mythical sea protectors known as 
Guardians of the Sea, and the role we all play in protecting our oceans and all life on Earth. And for 
the past two years, Fynn and the other characters of Fusion Tide have been opening eyes about the 
pollution of our seas.

The ocean is the largest ecosystem on Earth, but in many ways the least understood and the 
least explored. And it may just be the most critical—70% of the world’s oxygen is produced by 
phytoplankton, microalgae (tiny plants) floating in the sea. Ocean currents influence the climate, 
and billions of people rely on the sea for their food and livelihood. This is why Bogo Mogo is such a 
massive threat—and why we need your help to defeat him.

This coloring and activity booklet takes you on a quest to help the Guardians of the Sea defeat Bogo 
Mogo, and discover the secret to making sure he never threatens our oceans again. You’ll also find the 
Bogo Mogo that lurks in your house, and learn how to make your own plastic monster. See what you 
can do to turn the plastic tide around, and let’s stop Bogo Mogo for good!

For parents and teachers: stay tuned for the complete “Quest to defeat Bogo Mogo” booklet! It has 
everything this free packet does, along with intriguing quizzes and games. We’re still working on it but will 
email you when it’s available. It comes with a small fee, and proceeds support ocean cleanup efforts around 
the globe.

Aria Luna painting Hornet, one of the Guardians of the Sea



AbOut FUSION TIDE
Fusion Tide tells the story of Bogo Mogo, a plastic monster spawned in the Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch who grows larger every day as he feeds on plastic discarded by people, and turns marine life all 
around him into plasticized zombies. The sea sends a distress signal to the Guardians of the Sea, four 
mythical ocean protectors: Fynn the Sea Dragon, Mantyss the Manta Ray, Korall the Sea Turtle, and 
the mysterious Hornet the Dragon-Eel, each with a special power to help keep Bogo Mogo at bay. 
But he keeps growing despite all their effort. Time is running out, and they need help. 

That’s where we come in. Every single one of us. Want to know how? Read the story to find out!

Fusion Tide opened at Google headquarters in Mountain View, California, in July 2018; Aria Luna is 
the youngest artist hosted by the company. In January 2019, the exhibit moved on to the offices of 
YouTube, and after that was displayed at the International Ocean Film Festival in San Francisco, the 
City of Mountain View’s 2019 Earth Day event, and the Surfrider Foundation’s annual Message in a 
Bottle celebration at the Palace of Fine Arts. From June 2019 through May 2020, it was the featured 
ExpoArte exhibit at the Consulate of Colombia in San Francisco. And now, it’s being turned into a 
graphic novel!  Explore Fusion Tide online at www.arialuna.com/exhibits/fusion-tide .

The creator of Bogo Mogo and Fusion Tide, Aria Luna is one of the world’s youngest exhibiting artists 
and a changemaker who uses the power of her art to raise awareness of and support for issues 
impacting local and global communities. Her work has been exhibited internationally, sold to private 
collectors all over the United States, and has raised funds for such causes as ocean conservation, 
wildfire relief, and art programs. She is an artist ambassador for Tomorrow’s Air and the Amazon Aid 
Foundation, and has been featured in local and national media including ABC 7 News, the Cartoon 
Network, HuffPost, La Opinión, NBC’s “California Live,” Telemundo, and others.

Aria Luna’s first public exhibit was Dragon Storm, a 8x9-foot mural depicting an epic dragon battle 
that helped raise funds for Latino communities after the 2017 wildfires in Santa Rosa, California. Fusion 
Tide is her debut solo exhibit, created when she was just 7 years old. In 2019, she was the youngest of 
30 artists selected by the Aquarium of the Bay to paint a 6-ft sea lion statue for the “Sea Lions in San 
Francisco” public art exhibit. Her work has garnered other honors, including First Place (5th grade) 
in the Wyland National Art Challenge 2020; First Place in the 2020 IMMP x Klean Kanteen Orca Art 
Challenge (youth category); and Sixth Place in her age category in a 2020 art contest hosted by the 
Centre pour l’UNESCO Louis François in France. She is a member of the International Association 
of Visual Artists in Italy and the International Association of Art / USA. Currently, she is working on 
the Bogo Mogo graphic novel (stay tuned!). 

When she’s not drawing or painting, Aria Luna loves to play soccer, sing, and play the piano. She also 
enjoys bird watching and saving bees in swimming pools. She lives in Northern California with her 
family.  Visit her online at www.arialuna.com or on Instagram at @aria.luna.ar t.

AbOut ARIA LuNA
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Only one thing in the world can defeat Bogo Mogo. Can you figure out what it is?
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Many years ago, a monster named Bogo Mogo spawned in the northern Pacific Ocean, 

in a place humans call the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. No one knew then that the 

small bundle of plastic arms and legs that had begun to move, would become one of the 

greatest menaces to humanity.

But first, what is the Great Pacific Garbage Patch? It's a vast, free-floating island of trash 

that has collected in what scientists call the North Pacific Gyre. There are five major 

oceanic gyres in the world (gyres are large systems of circulating ocean currents). Did 

you know that the North Pacific Gyre is the largest ecosystem on the planet? It covers 

most of the northern Pacific Ocean and spans 20 million square kilometers!

It is very difficult to estimate how much trash and plastic are swirling around in the Great 

Pacific Garbage Patch, because the plastic breaks up into tiny pieces called microplastics 

and sinks slowly to the sea bed. But researchers estimate there are approximately 1.8 

trillion pieces of plastic in the Patch, weighing an estimated 80,000 tonnes.1 

Anyway, back to Bogo Mogo. Since he was spawned, he has been growing larger by the 

day, feeding on all this plastic. His face resembles a spider, he has bat-like fins, vampire 

teeth, a long whip-like tail made of bottle caps and beads, and his legs are made of 

plastic knives. He uses his tail as a rudder, and a large frontal fin to swim, although most 

of the time he just rides the ocean currents. 

The worst part though, is that he has two tentacles with sharp inkjet printer-part claws 

that inject liquefied plastic sludge into unsuspecting marine creatures and turn them 

into plasticized zombies. Read on to find out why...

HOW bOgO MOgO WAs bORN

1. Laurent C. M. Lebreton, et al., “Evidence that the Great Pacific Garbage Patch is rapidly accumulating 
plastic,” Scientific Reports 8, no. 4666 (March 2018), https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-22939-w
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Bogo Mogo can never get enough plastic to eat. He wants to grow as big as he can, so 

he can take over the entire ocean. But because the ocean is so big, and the plastic is 

dispersed so far and wide—and deep, he needs help gathering it all.

This is why he’s turning all the marine creatures he can get his tentacles on, into plastic 

zombies. The plasticized creatures roam the seas looking for more plastic to collect 

and bring back to Bogo Mogo so he can grow even bigger into a super-organism that 

infiltrates every last one of our seas and takes over the planet.

On the page 4, you can see some of the marine life that Bogo Mogo has already 

plasticized... numerous fish, a pod of whales, a sea jelly, even a coral reef. Print it out 

and color it in, to help the animals take on some of their original color!

Things are becoming dangerous as increasing numbers of marine animals fall prey to 

Bogo Mogo. 

But the sea is wise and powerful. Assaulted by microplastics, billions of zoo- and 

phytoplankton send out distress signals through the waves. The Guardians of the Sea, 

the ocean's mythical protectors, awaken from their deep slumber: Fynn the Sea Dragon, 

Mantyss the Manta Ray, Korall the Sea Turtle, and the mysterious Hornet the Dragon-

Eel. Each has a special power to hold Bogo Mogo at bay. 

Want to meet the Guardians? Let’s go!

fIsH tuRNEd INtO zOMbIEs
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Fish, coral and other marine life turned into plastic zombies by Bogo Mogo the plastic monster.
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Fynn the Sea Dragon is one of the Guardians of the Sea, four mythic creatures protecting 

the ocean from threats like Bogo Mogo. Benevolent and wise, Fynn has the ability to 

degrade plastic and turn plasticized fish and other marine life back into their living form.

Right now, Fynn is diving deep into the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, enveloping his 

great fins around the plastic zombies and directing his powerful energy to biodegrade 

the plastic encasing them, so they can break free and turn back into marine life.

How does he do it? First, he’s a sea dragon, one of the most powerful mythic creatures of 

the sea. You’ve no doubt seen land dragons and what they can do... they breathe fire, fly 

at impossible speeds, even shape-shift if they need to. Sea dragons, on the other hand, 

have been a lot more elusive. Few have seen them, and they are often confused with sea 

serpents. Their element is—naturally—water. But they are extraordinarily powerful, 

each one in a unique way. In Fynn’s case, his secret lies in his microbiome—it contains 

special hydrolase enzymes that biodegrade PET and other synthetic plastics, and they 

do it in a matter of minutes.

But that means... yes, you guessed it. Fynn needs to swallow the plastic zombies whole, 

so those enzymes can break down the plastic, and then regurgitate them, like a mother 

bird does when she feeds her young. It sounds gross but it’s the only way to turn all the 

marine creatures back to their original forms. 

But no matter how fast he can biodegrade all the plastic, Fynn is just one Guardian, and 

there are more and more marine creatures being turned into plastic zombies every day. 

Fynn needs some help. 

MEEt fYNN tHE sEA dRAgON
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Fynn the Sea Dragon, one of the Guardians of the Sea. 
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KORALL tHE sEA tuRtLE

The problem is that Bogo Mogo keeps turning more marine life into plastic zombies. 

Somehow, he needs to be stopped. The bigger he grows, the more tentacles he sprouts—

and that’s what enables him to inject more poison into the fish and other sea creatures. 

Enter Korall the Sea Turtle. One of the four Guardians of the Sea, her superpower is 

solar energy. With her massive shell that acts like a mirror, she can focus the power of 

the sun filtering through the waves near the surface of the sea, and point it anywhere 

she wants: far into the distance or deep into the ocean floor, which causes underwater 

volcanoes to erupt and spew lava.  In fact, that’s how she had created the islands of 

Hawai’i starting around 5 million years ago (yes, the Guardians of the Sea have been 

around for a while!).

If Korall can focus the solar rays through the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, she can 

rupture the ocean floor and create a huge volcano right underneath Bogo Mogo. Plastic 

melts with heat, so it’s no match for white-hot lava. But the problem is that there’s too 

much plastic floating in the Patch, and Korall is having a hard time pointing the sun’s 

rays in the right spot. She has managed to create a few volcanoes, which have broken 

off several pieces of Bogo Mogo, but he is sucking up more plastic and simply growing 

more legs and fins and tentacles. And the currents of the sea aren’t helping either... 

they’re constantly moving the plastic around and that cuts through the solar rays near 

the water’s surface.

Something needs to be done about the amount of plastic in the Patch. Korall calls out 

to Mantyss, another Guardian of the Sea, to help.
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MANtYss tHE MANtA RAY

While Fynn biodegrades the plastic in thousands of marine creatures and Korall makes 

undersea volcanoes erupt against Bogo Mogo, something also needs to be done with the 

vast amounts of plastic still floating in the ocean, because that is what Bogo Mogo is 

feeding on and what gives him strength.

This is where Mantyss the Manta Ray, the third Guardian of the Sea, shines. She is the 

largest manta ray that has ever lived; her great fins measure 100 feet across, and her 

tail is three times as long. Unlike normal rays, she can detect all sound frequencies and 

vibrations, and is able to listen to all the conversations going on among marine life. 

Right now, the ocean’s creatures are scared. They’ve heard about Bogo Mogo and how 

he’s turning all their friends into plastic zombies, so everyone is swimming as fast as they 

can away from the garbage patches. But there’s plastic everywhere... plastic bags, fishing 

nets, toothbrushes, cups, toys, beads, and tons of microplastics.

So Mantyss gets to work. With a single swoop of her fins, she sends entire pools of 

plastic swirling into soupy maelstroms (a maelstrom is a large whirlpool in the ocean). 

She spins these whirlpools tighter and tighter and then, with her powerful tail, sends 

them careening back to land where they crash against the coast and drop all of their 

plastic load. This is why there is so much plastic garbage on our beaches now... the 

oceans don’t want our trash. 

But Mantyss is doing us a favor—she’s making it easier for us to pick up all the trash 

from our beaches and dispose of it properly. Plus, Bogo Mogo can’t go on land.

So all that helps with cleanup, but humans keep dumping more plastics into the ocean, 

and there is only one Mantyss. She, Korall, and Fynn send a signal to the most fearsome 

Guardian of them all... Hornet.
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HORNEt tHE dRAgON-EEL

The fourth Guardian of the Sea is the most mysterious and the most elusive. Hornet is 

an enigmatic creature who evolved from a hybrid mix of a dragon, an electric eel, and 

the venomous lionfish. With deadly spines on her fins and tail, and her long eel-like 

body measuring over 500 feet, Hornet is feared throughout the oceans. 

Unlike a land dragon, she does not breathe fire (also because, well, fire and water 

aren’t great friends), but like a sea dragon, her element is water and she has a unique 

superpower—her venom. Because she’s a mix of the lionfish and the electric eel, her 

venom is not just deadly... it’s also electric. Worse yet, she doesn’t need to touch her 

victim physically; the spines on her fins and tail create a liquid web of electrified venom 

that can extend for hundreds of feet around her. Any living thing that swims into the 

web is zapped and envenomated.*

For the past few centuries, Hornet has lain dormant in a cave deep below the Hawaiian 

islands. Now, the distress calls of the plankton and the other three Guardians have 

awoken her from her slumber. She stretches her enormous body and crackles open her 

fins, and swims out of her cave, headed straight for the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.

There, Bogo Mogo is busy plastifying marine creatures and gorging on plastic. Suddenly, 

a pulse of electricity ripples through the Patch. Bogo Mogo stops and looks around, but 

sees nothing. Yet he can sense a powerful presence... he knows something is close by. 

Then, he begins to feel a tingling sensation all over his plastic body. And suddenly, a 

flash of an enormous yellow fin with five long, sharp stingers.

Will Hornet’s venom be enough to immobilize the plastic monster? Will the Guardians 

of the Sea be able to defeat Bogo Mogo with their combined powers?

* Yes, envenomated is actually a word!  It means “to be poisoned by an injection of venom.”
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tHE ELEMENt Of CHANgE

Hornet did indeed sting Bogo Mogo with her liquid web of venomous electricity, 
effectively immobilizing him. But because plastic isn’t technically a living organism, it 
doesn’t respond to biological toxins the same way a real living being does. 

And that is the real reason why the Guardians of the Sea are having such a hard time 
stopping Bogo Mogo. Plastic can be broken apart, crushed, washed back ashore, even 
electrified and injected with deadly toxins. But the lifespan of plastics ranges from 450 
years for a plastic water bottle to more than 5,000 years for extruded polysterene foam 
(you know, those white StyrofoamTM cups). So Bogo Mogo’s got time on his side—and 
that’s not even talking about the 300 million tons of new plastic produced every year.

The Guardians now need the help of the people who invented plastic in the first place. 
They need the help of humans.

They need YOUR help.

But what can I do? many people ask. Plastic has wormed—okay, extruded—its way 
into pretty much every aspect of our lives, and Bogo Mogo knows it. We can’t just stop 
using plastic. It wraps, carries, and stores our groceries, books, and clothes; it’s in our 
toys, sports equipment, and game boxes; it’s in our cars, cameras, and computers; it’s in 
our N95 masks and gloves and just about all medical equipment.

But we’ve got something no plastic monster has: a brain and a heart. So if we can feel 

how much our marine sisters and brothers are hurting, and if we can see (and smell, 

ugh) how badly our waters and lands are being polluted, then we can think of ways to 
change how we’re producing, using, and disposing of plastics. 

That is the Element of Change—a fundamental shift in the way we see the relationship 
between us and the things we create, and the natural world that sustains us. In chemistry, 
when elements are mixed, they change. In this case, in this kind of human-nature 
chemistry, it’s up to us how things change.
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Re1duCE

tHE ELEMENt Of CHANgE: Re5

Re4PLACE

Re5fusE
Say NO THANKS to single-use straws, cutlery, and take-out containers.

Above all avoid polystyrene. Ask for paper alternatives or bring your own! 

See Re5 in action at www.arialuna.com/exhibits/fusion-tide/solutions

The more plastics you have at home or at work, 
the more they become a part of your life. 

If you have to use plastic, reuse it if you can.
  Just be aware certain     
      types of plastic

   can release minute particles when heated. 

Challenging, but not impossible.

Think back to previous generations across millennia and how 
they managed, before plastics were invented. 

You really don’t need all that plastic.

The absolute best thing you 
can do is REDUCE your use 
of and dependency on plastics. 

Re2usE

Re5
300m

S.O.S.  0.09
8.3b

Who says you have to 
accept every kind of 
plastic on offer?  

Start replacing plastics with other materials. 
Get your milk in glass or carton. 

Buy wood, fabric, or paper toys for your kids. Re3CYCLE
Never, ever throw plastic in the trash. 

Call your local recycling center and ask them what 
types of plastics they accept.  

And remember to wash out your 
containers, as oils and food residues 
inhibit the recycling process. 

Recycle only plastics labeled #1 and #2, and 
depending on where you live, #4 and #5.

You can reuse #2, #4 and #5 plastics. 
Do not reuse #1, #3 and #6.

    Oh and you might want to use a real 
ceramic plate in the microwave. 

Reuse #7 only if marked “compostable.”

KEY 
SOS:    Save Our Seas
300m:  Annual new production of plastic, in millions of tons 
8.3b:    Total plastic volume on the planet, in billions of tons
0.09:    Percentage of plastic recycled to date, worldwide

Print this page and cut out the Re5 card above. You can glue it onto a piece of 5x7 cardboard 
or carton, glue a magnet on the back, and put it on your refrigerator as a quick reminder of 
the different ways you can use—and not use—plastic in your house. 

You can also take a snapshot of it with your smartphone or tablet and share it with friends 
on social media or email, so they can be an Element of Change too!

Re5 is a bit of an unexpected addition to the periodic table. It may not be a traditional 
chemical element, but it does cause a chain reaction when released. And that chain reaction 
can be more powerful than all the explosive power in the periodic table combined. Read 
more about that in the “What you can do” section on page 20.

Copyright @2020 LUCITA Inc. All rights reserved.
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Is bOgO MOgO in your house? 

What’s even scarier than Bogo Mogo turning fish, whales, dolphins, and other sea creatures into 
plastic zombies?

Bogo Mogo... in your own house.  (!!!) 

Yes, Bogo Mogo is EVERYWHERE. He’s in the garbage patches of all five major ocean gyres (not just 
the one in the north Pacific). He’s in our rivers. He’s at the very bottom of the ocean (think about 
that for a moment). He’s in our bottled water (think about THAT for a moment).

But no, he couldn’t possibly be in... your house. Could he? Let’s find out. Let’s hunt him down. 

Here’s how we’re going to do it. Print out a few copies of the next page. Fill in the names of the 
spaces in and around your house, for example: 

If you have an explorer’s outfit or at least a 
sunhat, put it on because the adventure is about 
to begin! Explore each room or area, and search 
for plastics. Write down all the things you find in 
each room that have plastics in them... things like 
toys, containers, and hangers in your bedroom; 
plastic cups, cutlery, and cooking utensils in your 
kitchen; shampoo bottles, toothbrushes, and hair 
accessories in your bathroom.

When you’ve got the list all complete, hold a 
family circle and take a look at all the places Bogo 
Mogo has managed to infiltrate your home. Isn’t it 
incredible? 

Now here’s the important part. If you don’t throw 
a plastic thing away, it can’t end up in the landfill—
and eventually our waterways and the ocean, 
feeding Bogo Mogo. So together with your family, 
decide what you’ll do with all this plastic stuff: keep, 
recycle, or give it away (check the appropriate box 
next to each item). This way, you are doing your 
part and keeping Bogo Mogo out of our oceans!

• BEDROOM
• BATHROOM
• KITCHEN
• LIVING ROOM
• DINING ROOM
• HOME OFFICE
• SPARE ROOM
• DEN
• CLOSET
• HALLWAY
• PATIO/BALCONY
• YARD
• SHED
• GARAGE
• ATTIC
• BASEMENT

Don’t be surprised if you find yourself printing 
many more pages than you thought you’d need!



fINd bOgO MOgO... wherever he is! 

ROOM/AREA: _______________________

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

ROOM/AREA: _______________________

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

                                                         

KEEP, RECYCLE, OR gIVE AWAY?

KEEP, RECYCLE, OR gIVE AWAY?

KEEP 

KEEP 

KEEP 

RECYCLE 

RECYCLE 

RECYCLE 

gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

gIVE AWAY

gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY

KEEP RECYCLE gIVE AWAY
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Create your own bOgO MOgO

No, we don't mean make more Bogo Mogo monsters out in the world... that's the last thing we need! Creating 

“your own Bogo Mogo" is all about expressing how you envision the massive problem of plastic pollution, in 

the form of a creature.

stEP 1. dEsIgN YOuR bOgO MOgO

What does Bogo Mogo look like for you?  Is he a true monster with scary tentacles, like Aria Luna's original, or  

it a different kind of creature? Zombie or vampire? Robot or alien? Or maybe something that never existed 

before... because, after all, plastics never existed before we invented them. 

On a piece of paper, sketch out what he (or she) looks like. Include as many details as you can: facial features, 

arms, legs, and body, as well as any tentacles, wings, tail, or claws.

stEP 2. dECIdE ON tHE MEdIuM

Now that you have your sketch, you'll need to decide how to bring Bogo Mogo to life. It can be as simple as a 

painting or drawing. You can do 2D mixed media, which is typically a painted board or canvas, on top of which 

you affix various 3D materials (this is how Aria Luna created the original Bogo Mogo). Or you can create a 

sculpture... a full three-dimensional representation of Bogo Mogo. 

stEP 3. gAtHER YOuR MAtERIALs

Next, set up an area where you’ll create your Bogo Mogo. This can be a corner of your room, an art studio if 

you have one, or simply your desk. We recommend covering the area with a protective cover, whether it’s a 

tablecloth, paper or other material to protect your furniture. It’s hard not to say “plastic tarp or tablecloth...”

Depending on what you decided in Step 2, gather the materials and tools you’ll need. For painting, this 

means paints, brushes, palettes, maybe sponges, and of course a canvas or board. For mixed media, the sky is 

practically the limit: plastic caps and lids, toy parts, buttons, beads, inkjet printer cartridges, plastic cutlery, straws, 

pipecleaners, ribbons, wrappers, etc. If you’ve opted for sculpture or any sort of 3D construction, have some 

clay or play-doh on hand; you might also need wires, wood sticks or similar materials for the internal structure. 

Don’t forget non-toxic glue, scissors, tape, twisty-ties, and other tools and materials to help craft your creation.

For reference, on the next page you’ll see the ingredient list for the original Bogo Mogo, which might give you 

some ideas on what you can use. If you did the search for Bogo Mogo on the previous pages, you probably 

already have a good truckload of plastic things already! Just make sure your parents are ok with your using 

those... because they’re not likely to get them back :).
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INGREDIENTS: ACRYLIC PAINT, FOAM CORE, RESIN, 
GLUE, PLASTIC BEAdS (217), STRAWBERRY BASkET 
CORNERS (24), BOTTLE CAPS (22), PLASTIC FLOWERS 
(12), PLASTIC SPOON HALvES (10), PLASTIC kNIvES 
(5), STRAWS (6), kNIFE HALvES (5),  FRUIT CONTAINER 
LIdS (3), PIPE CLEANERS (3), TAkE-OUT BEvERAGE 
LIdS (3), CHEESE WRAPPERS (2), INkjET PRINTER 
CARTRIdGE SINGLE-USE CLOSURE (2), MOUTHWASH 
CAP (2), PLASTIC EYES (2), PURéE PACk CAP (2), 
SELF-CLOSING CHAIN (2), kINdER EGG SHELLS (1.5), 
CHILd’S SCISSORS (1), CORN PUFFS PACkAGING 
(1), dOLL HAIRBRUSHT(1), GOOGLE vISITOR BAdGE 
CLIP (1), HAIR ACCESSORYT(1), HOMEOPATHIC 
PILL CONTAINER (1), HUMMUS CONTAINER LId (1), 
jUICE CONTAINER CAP (1), POTATO NETTING (1), 
TINkERBELL RING (1), TOOTHPASTE TOPT(1), TOY 
BOTTLE (1), vAMPIRE TEETH (1).

ALLERGY INFORMATION: CONTAINS HdPE (high 
density polyethylene), LdPE (low density polyethylene), 
PP (polypropylene), and POLYSTERENE 1. MAY ALSO 
EMBEd CONTAGIOUS CURIOSITY. MAdE ON PREMISES 
IMBUEd WITH INSPIRATION ANd CREATIvITY. MAY 
CONTAIN TRACES OF CARBON EMISSIONS INCURREd 
dURING TRANSPORTATION. 
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stEP 4. buILd YOuR bOgO MOgO

Time to make your Bogo Mogo! Remember the sketch you made in Step 1? Use it as a guide, and feel free to 

change, add, or embellish your original design. 

If you’re painting or drawing, use lots of color and big, bold strokes. After all, Bogo Mogo is a fearsome entity. 

If you’re doing mixed media on a two-dimensional surface, prepare that surface first. This means painting the 

canvas or drawing the background for Bogo Mogo, and waiting for it to dry thoroughly before gluing down 

any mixed media items.  

Pro tip: pre-paint the mixed media items. For example, if you want to create Bogo Mogo’s body from plastic fruit 

baskets, or his tentacles from bottle caps, and they’re not the right colors, you can paint those ahead of time. 

For sculpture, we recommend constructing a skeleton first; it’s not unlike a three-dimensional sketch of the 

final design. This can be done with wires, wooden sticks, or even pipecleaners. You can fill out the body with 

clay or build it up with plastic pieces as well as fabric, plastic wrappers, bubble wrap, or anything that contains 

plastic (yes, many fabrics contain plastic, in the form of nylon and other synthetic fibers). As a finishing touch, 

you can paint portions or all of the finished piece. Remember, too, that creating in three dimensions takes a 

fair amount of time, so it may take a few sessions!

stEP 5. dIsPLAY ANd sHARE!

Congratulations! You have created your Bogo Mogo! Are you ready to share it with the world? 

Oh, one thing before you do. There’s a reason Bogo Mogo exists. He reminds us that unless we all do 

something to reduce the plastic we allow into our lives, he will get bigger, and bigger, until he consumes the 

entire planet. We don’t know about you but we find that pretty frightening. One way you can remind your 

family to reduce, reuse, and recycle is to place your Bogo Mogo in a spot in your house where everyone can 

see him. This can be near your recycling bins, or near the fridge where you keep your shopping list. You can 

even put a little sign on him to remind your family to skip the plastic whenever possible.

Okay. Ready? Take a photo of your Bogo Mogo and share on social media with the hashtag #BogoMogo. 

You can also email it to Aria Luna and her team at ar t@lucita.net and we’ll re-post on our channels, in our 

newsletter, and on Aria’s web site, on this page: 

www.arialuna.com/exhibits/fusion-tide/bogomogo

We can’t wait to see your Bogo Mogo!
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Before you can solve something, you need a problem. Well, Houston, we have a problem, and his 
name is Bogo Mogo. By now we’re all too familiar with him, aren’t we.

Happily, we already know the secret to defeating Bogo Mogo: it’s Re5, the Element of Change. It’s us. 
All of us, working together with our families, our communities, our businesses, and our policymakers. 
Here’s how to put Re5 into practice in your everyday life.

Re1duCE
The absolute best thing you can do is reduce your use of and dependency on plastics.  Think back to 
previous generations and how they managed, before plastics were ever invented. Granted, previous 
generations didn’t have as much stuff. It feels overwhelming, because plastic is everywhere. But that’s 
exactly where opportunity abounds! Everywhere you look there’s an opportunity to reduce plastic. 

Start small. Bring your own bags to the grocery store or farmers’ market (this means even the 
plastic baggies for fruits and vegetables). Don’t buy fresh produce packaged in plastic—or go to the 
customer service counter to return the container, so they can see the packaging is not wanted.

Ready to go bigger? Toys and crafts. Ever notice that whiff of plastic and chemicals that hits you when 
you walk into a mainstream toy or craft store? Opt for wood, fabric, metal, paper, and other non 
harmful materials (“non toxic” isn’t really good enough). Certain plastics and chemicals can act as 
endocrine disruptors and have been linked to asthma, allergies, reproductive problems, and cancer.

Plastic beverage bottles are another easy switch. There are so many options now, you can choose to 
buy the brand that sells their juices or water in glass bottles. Besides, did you know microplastics often 
get into the beverage during the bottling process?

Re2usE
Okay, so reducing is ideal. But what do you do with the plastic items designed for a single use? Simple: 
you give them a second life. And a third. Reuse them to the extent possible. You can get really creative: 
the plastic tray from ground turkey?  Wash it out and use it as an open container for markers, small 
toys, or craft items, or even for seed packets. Those tiny little single-use cups for dressings and sauces 
are great as mini-storage (seeds, beads, paper clips). If they’re clear, you can turn the cups upside 
down over tiny seedlings to protect them from root-destroying gnats.

Plastic take-out containers are great to store leftovers—although we recommend cold storage only, 
as certain types of plastic can release minute particles when heated. You can reuse #2, #4 and #5 
plastics. Do not reuse #1, #3 and #6. Reuse #7 only if marked “compostable.” Above all, avoid 
polysterene and black plastic no matter what number it is. 

Oh and you might want to use a real ceramic plate in the microwave. Never plastic.

What you can do (to defeat bOgO MOgO)
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Re3CYCLE
Never, ever throw plastic in the trash. We are all busy. We all don’t have the time to package up our 
plastics and drive to a certified plastics recycling plant (if one even exists in our local area). This stuff 
just piles up and we need to get rid of it. But the garbage bin is not the answer.

Call your local recycling center and ask them what types of plastics they accept. Recycle only plastics 
labeled #1 and #2, and depending on where you live, #4 and #5. And remember to wash out your 
containers, as oils and food residues inhibit the recycling process. For those plastics you can’t recycle, 
see Re2 above, or use them when you create your Bogo Mogo (page 17).

Re4PLACE
Re4 is closely linked to Re1. When you replace an item you used to buy in its plastic form, you’re 
reducing your use of plastic. We talked about opting for wooden toys and glass beverage bottles. 
Think about all the things you use or consume on a regular basis, that have other alternatives: milk  
and other liquid food comes in glass or carton.

A little-known source of microplastics is our clothes. Fleece contains PET plastic. Nylon is made 
from petroleum and polyester from coal and petroleum. Gross, right? Worst part is, when you wash 
your clothes, they shed tiny microfibers that pass through the filters at the treatment plant and 
end up pumped into our waterways. So first, avoid buying plastic-infused clothes to the extent 
possible. Second, try to do laundry less often (unless, obviously, you really need to). Third, wash at low 
temperatures and hang clothes to air dry instead of using the dryer (it’s less energy, too!).

Did you know many cosmetic, skincare, and cleaning products contain microbeads? Even some 
toothpastes and sunscreens. Yes, when you put on lotion or sunscreen, you’re rubbing plastic on your 
skin. And then you wash it all down the drain. You know where that leads. Take a look around your 
bathroom, and read the ingredients in the products you use. Here’s a great source to help identify 
which personal care products have microbeads and/or microplastics: www.beatthemicrobead.org.  

Re5fusE
Who says you have to accept every kind of plastic on offer? Say NO THANKS to plastic toys, plastic 
straws and cutlery, plastic skin and beauty care, plastic bags and plastic clothes. Just say no.

YOuR tuRN
Now that you’ve become part of the Element of Change, you can help it evolve.  Share all this new 
knowledge with your friends, colleagues, and random strangers.  Write to us with your questions and 
ideas, and don’t forget to send in photos of your Bogo Mogo! Email is best: ar t@lucita.net. 

Now, what other words that start with “Re” can you think of, and how would you make them work 
to address the plastics problem? Oh wait, how about... RE-source... (hint... turn the page)
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REsOuRCEs
ORgANIzAtIONs

4Ocean
https://4ocean.com

5 Gyres
www.5gyres.org

Break Free from Plastic
www.breakfreefromplastic.org

Coral Gardeners
www.coralgardeners.org

Nakawe Project
www.nakaweproject.org

The Ocean Cleanup
https://theoceancleanup.com

Oceana
https://oceana.org

PangeaSeed Foundation
www.pangeaseed.foundation

The SeaChange Agency
www.theseachangeagency.org

The SeaCleaners
www.theseacleaners.org

Seacology
www.seacology.org

SeaLegacy
www.sealegacy.org

Surfrider Foundation
www.surfrider.org

Sunrise Movement
www.sunrisemovement.org

This is Zero Hour
http://thisiszerohour.org

fOR PARENts & KIds

Dune’s Island
www.dunesisland.org

MarineBio Kids 
https://marinebio.org/marinebio/games/

Monterey Bay Aquarium
www.montereybayaquarium.org/for-educators

National Geographic Kids
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com

Ocean Family Games
https://oceanfamilygames.com

Ocean First Education
https://oceanfirsteducation.com

Rogue Wave Toys
https://roguewavetoys.com

fILMs & sERIEs

Chasing Coral
www.chasingcoral.com

The Cove 
www.thecovemovie.com

The End of the Line
https://theendofthelinemovie.com

International Ocean Film Festival
http://intloceanfilmfest.org

The Last Ocean
www.thelastoceanfilm.com

Racing Extinction
https://racingextinction.com/film

Sharkwater Extinction
www.sharkwater.com

Whale Wars (Animal Planet series)
www.animalplanet.com/tv-shows/whale-wars



This publication is provided free of charge to the public. 
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Please note: No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, digital, or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage or retrieval 
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